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HOME

FACINg PAgE: Rough cut "Rosetta stone" steps 
were the inspiration for additional stonework 

on the facade. Part of the landscape stone was 
unearthed during the excavation process.

History Isn’t 
Always by 
the Book

When builder Kelly Arnold of Gemini Homes 
started construction at 724 10th St., he 
didn’t break ground so much as excavate. 

From the former site of the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
building, Arnold unearthed an old foundation, 
reclaimed hundreds of pounds of native stone and 
found four lucky horseshoes.

“I’m calling them my Civil War horseshoes,” he 
says half kidding before telling the story of Reservoir 
Hill, where an encampment of Confederate soldiers 
hightailed it out of there after scouts reported a much 
larger contingent of Union troops gathering north of 
the river.

Historic homes around Reservoir Hill are some of 
the oldest in Bowling Green, but now, thanks in part 
to Arnold’s eff orts, there are some new neighbors here. 
Th is is one of six building sites that he purchased, 
hoping to put his stamp on the changing downtown 
landscape.

Arnold says the 2,200-square-foot home situated on 
a long, narrow lot was a challenge because of the steep 

INSET PHOTOS LEFT TO RIgHT: 
Builder Kelly Arnold of gemini 
Homes was looking for elements 
that would lend a big impact in 
a compact space. He combined 
texture, color, and depth to create 
an intriguing facade which helped 
secure two awards during the recent 
2016 Parade of Homes.  

Bowling green’s Evolving downtown
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TOP LEFT: In the winter months, a working 
fireplace will be an essential element of the 
great room. Here, a herringbone pattern in 
neutral shades provides just enough visual 
interest to balance the scale.

BOTTOM LEFT: Symmetry of scale and a 
color palette that brings a crisp white front 
and center makes a big impact in the master 
bath.

grade and the required setbacks. 
“Our entire lot is only 45 feet wide, 
and we had to stay 5 feet from each 
side,” he explains.

“This is a spec house that turned 
into a custom home,” Arnold says. 
The buyers arrived after the drywall 
and before the interior trim, so they 
were able to approve or change the 
order on the selected finishes. 

Despite its compact footprint, it 
makes a big impact. Upstairs are 
two bedrooms, a full bath and a 
bonus room that was converted into 
a home theater. On the main level, 
the foyer flows into the kitchen 
area and adjoining dining room. 
A vaulted ceiling caps a casual 
living room. There is a main-level 
master suite with custom closets 
and a full bath. The enclosed screen 
porch in back is made even more 
private thanks to the strategic siting 
of another Gemini home being 
constructed right next door.

Although the home is not in the 

Historic District, downtown living lends an 
expectation of formal elements. This home 
does not disappoint. There are hardwood 
floors and detailed trim. But overall, the 
ambiance is casual. There are unexpected 
elements around every corner, from the 
corrugated tin backyard fence framed 
in raw timber to the chic industrial light 
fixtures throughout.

“Pops of color” come in the form of metal, 
wood and unpolished stone. On a trip to 
Lee Brick and Block to source material for 
the retaining wall, Arnold found a rough-
cut slab called Rosetta Stone, which he 

stacked and used for entryway steps. This 
unique feature establishes the motif and 
offers a glimpse of things to come.

Transom windows situated above the 
sight line allow for privacy while still 
illuminating the interiors. As the builder 
points out, placing windows high on the 
wall accommodates more useable wall 
space in a compact design. 

“This design is entirely custom,” Arnold 
says of the blueprint. 

In the space beneath the stairs, which 
in most cases is simply drywalled and left 
alone, Arnold instead framed it and added a 

The homeowners decorated with items that 
were both functional and eye catching. Here, 
a rounded bookcase lends an industrial 
element with a user-friendly shape.

TOP: The kitchen features weathered wood 
custom cabinets, a stacked height working 
island capped in granite, and stainless steel 
appliances for a clean, functional finish.

BOTTOM LEFT & MIddLE: despite its 
compact footprint, there is room for both 
formal and casual dining. Placing the 
windows three quarters above the floor adds 
privacy to the downtown space.

BOTTOM RIgHT: A unique rounded mirror 
in the powder bath introduces the metal 
elements that are repeated throughout the 
home. 
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doggy door complete with a 
crosshatch gated door. 

“(The buyers) said, ‘Can 
you make us a doghouse 
here beneath the stairs?’ 
and I said, ‘Sure,’” he 
recounts. “They said, ‘Can 
you put a light in?’ and I 
said, ‘Sure.’” So now, the 
foyer is not only the home’s 
entryway, but it offers an 
immediate sense of style 
and fun as visitors realize 
this is as much a home 
for four-legged family 
members as it is for new 
neighbors and old friends. 

Another unique feature 
of the exterior landscape 
is a vertical stone division 
between the lots. It forms a retaining 
wall for the second property, and its 
provenance is another interesting story. 
Years ago, says Arnold, ordinary street 
curbs were chunks of hand-cut limestone 
sliced vertically and buried so that only a 
small portion of it formed the actual curb. 

The stone above the ground 
was painted industrial yellow 
and left to protect people 
and property alike. Carving a 
trench and burying the stones 
so deeply assured builders and 
city planners that curbs would 
form strong barriers. So now, 
more than 100 years later, 
Arnold hopes that reclaiming 
the historic record in the form 
of faded yellow limestone 
curbs and stacking them 
between the two lots to form 
a retaining wall will make an 
interesting conversation piece 
and a functional building 
element. 

In this case, the builder 
intended that good fences 

make good neighbors as the downtown 
landscape continues to evolve. 

For more pictures of this beautiful home, 
please visit the Bowling Green Daily 
News website at www.bgdailynews.com/
community.

“(The buyers) said, ‘Can you make us a doghouse here  
beneath the stairs?’ and I said, ‘Sure.’”

TOP ROW:gemini Homes took home two awards in this year’s Parade of Homes. They won Best of Show for 
under 3,000 square feet as well as Best Curb Appeal. Thanks in part to their four-legged friends, the owners 
got the change to customize the home even though they bought it after the builder already broke ground.

LEFT: Barn doors aren't just for barns. Intricate bracketing, unique design, and precision craftsmanship make 
these functional items a work of art.

FACINg PAgE: The back porch might just offer the best seats in the house thanks to the privacy of the site.

A long narrow lot didn't require compromise of style or 
substances. This home offers a confident blend of indoors and out. 

A simple flower pot with a wire 
strand mounted to the beam of 
the enclosed backyard porch 
adds elegance and style.
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2016 Parade of 
Homes Winners 
PeoPle’s ChoiCe 
BEST IN SHOW 3,000+ Sq. FT; 
ANd BEST OuTdOOR LIvINg
Kerry Jones
The Jones Co. of KY II

BEST IN SHOW LESS 
THAN 3,000 Sq. FT. 
ANd BEST CuRB APPEAL
Kelly Arnold
gemini Homes Inc.
 
BEST KITCHEN ANd 
BEST MASTER SuITE
Brian Miller
Brian Miller Contracting 

BEST BASEMENT
Trapper Pendleton
J. Trapper Construction


